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tranſlaced according to the Spaniſh coppie. 


Is Catholique Majeſtic had given comandement that 
Hr» upon the return of Seigneur Gondomar his 
Leiger Embaſlador from England, (1618) a ſpeciall 
meting of all the principal States of Spaine (who were 
Wk of his Counſel) together with the Preſidents of the Counſel 
of Caſtile,of Arragon,of Iraly,of Portugall,of the Indies,of the 
Treaſure,of Warre, and eſpecially of the holy Inquilitio, ſhould 
be held at Mouſon in Arragon , the Duke of Lerma being ap- 
pointed Preſident , Who ſhould make declaration of his Ma- 
jefties pleaſure, take account of the Ambaſſadors ſervice, and 
conſult —_— the ſtate andreligion reſpeQively, to giue ſa- 
tisfation to his holynes Nuntio, who was deſired ro make one 
in this aſſembly concerning certaine overtures of peace and as 
mitie with the Engliſh and other Catholike proieas, whiclt 
_ might ingender ſuſpition and jealouſie betwixt the Pope & 
- his Maicſtie, if the miſtery were not unfolded and the grond of 
© thoſe counſels diſcovered aforehand, 

This made all men expect the Embaſſadours returne with a 
b: . kinde of longing,that they might behold the iſſue of this mece 
| . > ting., and ſee what good for the Catholike cauſe the Emballa- 
. -dors imployment had effected in England, anfwerable to the 
| generall opinion conceived of his wiſdome, and what further 
- prole&t would be ſer on foot to become matter for publike dif 

- courſe, 4 
© Artlength he arrived andhad preſent notice given him from 
l _ Majeſtie, that before he came to Court he ſhouldgive up 
e* his account to hisalſemblie, Which command he gladly recet- 
- vedas an earneſt of his acceptable ſervice, and gave thanks that 
.- for his hohour he*might publiſh himſelf in ſo judicious a pres 

---ſence. 

- Hecame firſt upon the day appointed to the Counſell cham- 
- ber (exc.the Secr.) not long alter all the Counſell of tate and 
the Prelidents mer, there wanted onely the Duke of Lerma && 
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the Popes Nuntio,who wete the head and feet of all the aſſem- 
blic. Theſe rwoo ſtayed long away for divers reſpects, The Nun- 
tio that he might exprelle the greatnefle of his maſter,'& looſe 
the ſea of Rome no reſpe& by his oyerfight , but that the ben- 
ches might be full ro obſerve him ar his approach, | 

* The Puke of Lerma to cxpreſle the authoritic & dignitie of 
His owne perſon, and to ſhew houw a ſervant put in place of 
his maſter, exa&s more ſervice of his fellow ſervants then-the 
maſter himſelfe . Theſe two ſtayed till all rhe reſt were weary. 
of wayting, bur atlength che Nuntio ({uppoling allthe Coun- 
ſel ſet)launched forth and caine to roade 1n the Countel cham< 
ber, where (after mutuall diſcharge of duetie from the compa- 
fy and bleflingupon it from him) he ſate downe in folemne_ 
Glence, gricving ar his overſight when he ſaw che Duke of Ler- | 
ma abſent , with whom. he ftrove as a competiror for Pompe 
and Glorie, * 

* The Duke had ſent before, and underſtood of the Nuntios 
being there, and ſtayed ſomerhing the longer that his boldnelle 
might be obſerved, wherein he had his delire ;. for the Nuntio 
Having a while patiently driven away the time. with ſeverall 
complements.to ſeveral] perſons, had now almoſt run his court-. 
ſhip out of breath, but that the Duke of Villa Hermoſa (prefi- 
dent of the counſel of Arragon) fed his humor by the diſcharge. 
of his. owne diſcontentment, upon occaſion of the Dulce 
of Lerma his abſence, and beckned Seigneur Gondomor to 
Him, uſing chisſpeech in che hearing of the. Nuncio after a{por- - 
eing manner: . : 

How unhappie are the people where you have been, firſt + 
for their ſoules,being heretiques z then for their eſtates, where 
the name of a favourite isſo Geniliar ? . how happie is our ſtate, 
where the keyes of life and death are fo cafily come by, (poyn- 
ting at the Nuntio) hanging at every religious girdle,and + 9 | 
the doore of juſtice and mercie ſtand equally open to all men. 
withour reſpe& of perſons ? the Emballador knew this Ironi- 
call ſtroke,to be intended as a by blow at the Nunctio, bue fully | 
at the Duke of Lerma (whoſe greatnes bega now.ro-wax heavy, 
cowards declenſion) and therfore he returned this anſwer: your 
excellence knowth the Rats js happig where wiſe favorites | 
n | governe 


governe Kings if the Kings themſelves be fooliſh , or where 
wiſe Kings are, who having favorites, whether fooliſh or of che 
wiſer ſorc, will not yet be governed by them, The ſtate of Eng- 
land, (howſoever you heare of it in Spayne or Roome) is too 
happic in the laft kinde : They neede nor much care what the 
favorite be (though for the moſt parc he be ſuch as prevents all 
ſuſpicion in that kinde, being rather choſen as a ſcholler to be 
taughr and rrained up,then asatutor to reach,) of this they are 
fure, no Prince exceeds cheirs in perfonall abilities; ſo that no- 
thing could: be added to him in my wiſh, but this one, that he 
were our vallayle and a Catholique, Hy 
Wirth that the noyſe without gave notice of the Duke of Ler- 
mas entrance , at whoſe firlt approch the whole houſe arofe, 
though ſome laterthen' other, as envie had hting plummets on 
them to keep them downe', the Nuntio-onely fate unmooved, 
the Duke cheriſhed the obeyfance of the reſt with a tamiliar 
kind of carriage. too high for courtelie, asone nor neglectiug 
cheir demeanors. burexpeting it, and after a filiall obeyſance 
tothe, Pope hisNuntio, fate down,as preſident vader the cloath 
offtate, but ſomewhar lower; then after a ſpace given for ad- 
miration, preparation,and attention, he began to ſpeake in this 
manaer:- | 
The King my maſter ( holding it.more honourable to doe 
then to diſcourſe, ro take from you. the expeRation of Orato+ 
ric,uſed rather in ſchooles and pulpics then in Councels) hath 
appointed me preſident in this holy, wiſe, learned, and noble 
allembly; A man-naturally of aflow {peach , and nor deſirous 
ro quicken ir by arcor induſtrie , as holding action onely pro* 
pertoa Spaniard as I am by butth, to a ſouldier as Fam by pro- 
fellion,toa King as I am by repreſentation; take this theretore 
briefly for declaration. both of the cauſe of this mecting andmy 
maſter his further pleaſure. | 
Theae hath bene 1n al rimes fro the worlds foiadatio one chiefe 
commander or Monarch upon the earth. This needs no further 
profe thEa bak loking into our own memories8 hiſtories ofthe 
world, neither now is there any queſt15(excepr wich infidels & 
heritiques)of that one chief comander.in ſpiricuals in the-uniry 
| | K:3 0 
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.of whoſe petſon the members of the viſible wa; are inclu- 
ded, bur there is ſome doubt of the chief comander in cempo- 
ralls, who (as the moon to the ſun) nnghr govern by vighe as 
this by day, & by the ſword of iuſtice compell to come mM, or 
cutt off ſuch as intringe the authoritie of the keyes. This hath 
been ſowell underſtood long lince, by the infallible chaire, as 
that thereby upon declenfion of the Romane Emperours, and 
the increaſe of Romes ſpirituall ſplendor (who thought it un- 
naturall that their ſun ſhould be fublunary) our nation was by 
the Biſhop of Rome ſeleed before other peoples to conquer 
and rule the nations with a rod of Iron, and our Kings to that 
end adorned with the title of Catholike King, as a name abone 
all names under the ſunne(which is)under Gods Vicar generall 
himſelfe the Catholike Biſhop of ſoules. To inſtance this point 
by compariſon, looke firſt upon the grand Seigneur the great 
Turk who hath a large title,but not univerſall.For beſides that 
he is an infidell, his command is confined within his owne 
territories, and he ſtyled not Emperour of the world,but of the 
"Turks and their vaſlals onely. | | 

Among Chriſtians, the defender of che faich wasa glorious 
fRile, whilſt the King to whom it was given by his holynes,con« 
tinued worthy of it. But he ſtood not in the truth, neither yer 
thoſe that ſucceed him. And belide it wasno great thing to be 
called what everyChriftia ought to be,defender of the faithzno 
more then.to be ſtiled with France , the moſt Chriſtian King, 
wherein hehath the greateſt part of histitle comms with moſt 
Chriſtians, The Emperour of Ruſſia, Rome, Germany, extend 
not their limits furtherthen their ſtiles,which are locall, onely 
my maſter the moſt Catholike King is for dominion of bodies, 
as the univerſall Biſhop for dominis of ſoules ouer. all that part 
of the world which we call America (*xcept where the Engliſh 
intruders uſurp)and the greateſt part of Europe,with ſome parc 
of Aſia and Africa by aQual pollefſis,& over al the reſt by real 8 
indubitable right, yet acknowledgeth this right to be derived 
fro the free a..d tatherly donation-of his holynes, who as the ſun 
to this moon Iends luſter by refleion to this Kingdom,to this 
| King,to chis King of Kings my maſter, what theretore he hath, 
howlſoever gottE,he may keep and hold, What he can get from 
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any other King or Comander by any tratageme of war or pre- 
tence of peace he may take. For it is theirs onely by uſurpacion 


. Except they hold of him from whom all civill power is derived, 


aseccleſiaſticall from his holynes, Whar the ignorant call trea- 
ſon,if it be on this behalf is crutch; & what they call truch,if ic be 
againſt him is creaſon: & thus all ourpcace,our warre,our trea- 
tiſes, mariages,and whatſoever intendement elie- of ours,aimes 
at this principall end, to get the whole poſleſiion of the world, 
and to reduce all to unitic under one temporall head, that our 
King may truly be what he is ſtiled,the catholick and univerſal 
King. As faith 1s therfore univerſal & the Church univerfal,yer 
ſo-as it is under ane head the Pope,whoſe ſeate is & muſt neces 
ſarily be at Rome where $.Peter fate: ſo muſt all men be ſubje&t 
to our and their Catholique King, whoſe particular ſeat is here 
in Spayne, his univerſall euery where; this point,of Stace or ra- 
ther of faith, we ſee the Roniane Catholike religion hath raughe 
every whereySand almoſt made naturall, ſo thatby a key of gold 
by intelligence,or.by way of confeliion my maſter is able to un- 
lock the ſecrets of every Prince, and to withdraw their ſubjects 
allegiance, as-if they knewe thetnfelves rather my maſter his 
ſubjeRs.indeed, then theirs whom their birthes. have taught 
to miſcall Soveraignes. We ſee this in France and in England 
eſpecially,where at once they learne to obey the Church ot Ro+ 
me as their mother, to acknowledge the catholique King as 
their father, and to hate their owne King as an heretique and 
an uſurper., So we ſee Religion andthe Stare are -coupled to- 
gether, laugh and weep, flouriſh and fade,and participate of ci- 
cthers fortune,as growing upon one ſtock of policy;l ſpeake this 
the more boldly in this preſence , becauſe ] ſpeake here before. 
none but native perſons, who are partakers both in themſelves 
and i{Tues of theſe triumphs aboye all choſe of ancient Rome, 
& therefore ſuch (as beſides their oathes) it concernes to be ſe-- 
cret, Neyther need we reſtrajn. this freedomre of ſpeach from the 


Nuntio hispreſence , . becauſe thar beſides that he is a Spaniard. 


by birch,he is allo a leſuite by profeſſion, an. order raiſed by the. 
providence of Gods Vicar to accompliſh this monarchy the bet- 
ter, all of them being appropriate thereunto, and as publicke 
agents and privie Counſellers to this end ,, Wherein the wiſe= 
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dome of this ſtate js to be beheld with admiration, that as in 
temporall warre it employes or at leaſt cruſts none bur natives, 
in Caſtile,PortugAall or Arragon;fo in ſpirituals it employes noe 
ne but the Icſuires, and ſo imployes them, that they are genee 
rally reputed, how remote ſoeyer they be from us, how much 
ſoeyer obliged to others, ſtill to be ours, and ſtill to be of the 
Spaniſh faction, though they be Polonians, Engliſh, French, 8 
reliding in thoſe countries & Courts;the penitents therfore and 
all with whom they deale and converſe in their ſpirituall traf- 
fique muſt needs be ſo too, and ſo our Catholique King muſt 
neec's have an inviſible kingdome,& an unknowne number of 


ſubic&s in all dominions;, who will ſhew themſelves and their 


f-ichs by their works of diſobedience whenſoever we ſhall have 
occaſion to vſe that Teſuiticall vertue of theirs . This therefore 
being the principal ends of all our counſels (according to choſe 
holy direQions of our late pious King' Philip 3. to his ſonne 
now reviving) to advance the Catholike Romanereligion, and 
the catholike Spaniſh dominion together , "we are-met now by 
his Majeſties commaund to take account of you ( Seigneur. 
.Gondomor) who haue been Emballodour for England, to ſee 
what good you haue effeted there towards the advancement 
of chis worke,& what further projet ſhall be thought fit to be 
ſet on foor to this end .. Andrtus is briefly the occaſion of our 
- MeetINg., it 
Th - theEmball. (who attended' bare headed all the time) 
with a low obeciſance began thus. This moſt laudable cuſtome 
.of our Kings in bringing all officers to ſuch.an account where 
a review and notice 1s taken of good. or-bad ſervices upon the 
. determination of their mmployments, reſembles thoſe Romane 
. trumphs appeinced for the ſouldiersz and as in them it proyo- 
ked to courage, do inus itſtirres upto diligence, Our maſter 
converſcth by his Agents with all the world, yet with none 
. of more regard then the Engliſh , where matter of ſuch diver- 
ſitie is often preſented . (through the ſeyerall humours of the 
State, andthoſe of our religion andfaftion) that no inſtructi- 
ons can be ſufficient for ſuch negoriations, bur much muft be 
left intruſt,to the diſcretion,judgment and diligence of the.in- 
cumbent.l ipeake not this for my owne elves Fheving bee re- 
ſtrayned 
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firayncd and therfore deſerved meanly ) butto forewarfie on 
the behalf of others, that ther may be wore ſcope aloyvyed the 
to deal in as occaſion ſhall require. Bricfly this rule delivered 
by his excellency. was the card and Compas by which 1 ſayled 
to make profit of al humors, and by all mcanes to advance the 
Nate of the Rowith faith,and the Spaniſh fzRion togither,ups 
all advantage eyther of oathes,or the breach of the; forthis is 
an old obſervation but a true, thar for our pictie toRome, his 
holynes did not onely give, but bleſſe us in the conqueſt of the 
new world, And thus in our piousperſeverance we hope flil 
to be conquerours of the old, And to this end wheras his ex- 
cellentie in his excellent diſcourſe, ſeemes to extend our out- 
ward forces & private aimes onely againſt heretiques. and re- 


Araine them in true amitie withrheſe af. the Romilb' religion + 


This 1 affirme, that fince there ca be no ſecutity; but ſoch prin- 
ces though now Romiſh Catholiques, may turne heretiques 
hereafter ; my ajmes have ever been to make profit of all, & ro 
make my malter,mafter of a!,who is a faithful & conſtant ſons 
ne of his mother Rome. And tothis end Ibehold the ende- 
vours of our Kings of happy memorjce, hovy they haue achie.- 
ved kingdomes and conquelts by this policy,rather the by ope 
hoſtility,and that without difference , as wel from their allies 


and kinsfolks,men of the ſame religion,and profeſſiun, fuch as - 


were thoſe of Naples, France and Navar,though | doe nat me- 
tion Portugall now united tous, nor Savoy (that bard]; (liptf1o 
vs)as of an adverſe and heretical faith, Neyther is this rule left 
of,as the preſent kingdome of France,the State of Venice,the 


Low-countries, Bohemia,(now al labouring for life under gur | 


plots)apparantly manifeſt. This way therfore I bent wy engins 
in England, as your honours ſhal particularly heare, Neyther 
ſhall need'co repezt a Catalogue of all the ſervices I haue there 
done, becauſe this ſtate hath been OO with many of 
them here to fore by the intercourſe of letters and meſſengers, 
Thoſe onely 1 will ſpeak of that are of later edition,done fince 
the returne of the Lord Roſle fro hence, and may ſeeme moſt 
direQly to 16d tothoſe ends formerly propounded by his Ex- 
cellentie ;_ that is, the advancement of the Spaniſh State and 
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Firſt itis well obſerved by the wiſdome of our $ tate,that,the 
King of England, who otherwiſe is one of the moſt accspliſhe 
Princes that ever raiga'd , extreamly hunts after peace, and fo 
affe&s the true name of a Peacemaker, -as that for it he wil doe 
or ſuffer any thing. - And withall they have beheld the gene- 
rall bountie & muaificence of his minde, and the neceſfity of 


the ſtate ſo auſicd, as it is unable to ſupply his deſires, who | 
tohaue that he might-giue to others, Vpan thoſe 


onely ſceks 
adyantages they have given ont their direQions an1 infltruRi- 
ons both to tac and others, and I hxue obſervedthe ſo farre as 
] was able. | 


And for this purpoſe, wherasthere was a marriage propoun- 


ded berwixe them and us, (howſoever ſuppoſe our State too 

devour totdeale with heretiques in this kind> in gool earneſt, 

yet)I made that a<over for muctrintelligence;,and a meancs to 

Qbtaine whatſoever 1 deſired, while the State of England lon, 
ed afrer thatmatizze, 'hopeing thereby (chough vainely) ro 
ettle peace,/and fill the Excheaqur.e 

- Here the Arch Biithop of Tod, Inquiſitor genecall Rpt up 
andimtertupted Gondamor, ſaying , that maryage was not tc 
bethought vps; firſt for religions ſake, leſt they ſhould indan- 
ger the foule of the'younge Lady and the reſt of her company, 
who mightbecoine hercticks: ſecondly for the tate,lelt by gi- 
ving1o large'a partio» ro hereciqu-s they ſhould inrich and 
inable them for warres,& impoveriſhand weakea the Cuho-. 
liques. 

To che firſt objeRion the Popes Nantio anſwered, that his, 
holyaes for the Catho!iquecauſe would diſpenſe with tha mar- 
riage, though ic were wich a Tutke or infidel.z, That there was 
Qo valuable danger in nazarding one for th2 gaining of many, 
perhaps of all, 2. Taar ic was no hizurd, finc2 women{eſptial- 
ly yong 07e$)are to obltite c5 be rem 572d from their opini-. 
ons,antabler toworke Solo:non t5 theic opinionsthen Solo- 
mon to-work them to his faich; 3. Tat it was a great advan-. 
tage to macch wich ſuchfrom wiomechey mizht break at plea- 
ure, having th2 catholique cauſe for a cola 1r,and beſides , if 
nced were to' be at libetty in all reſpeR3 ſince there was no., 
faithto be kept wich heretiques. And ifhisHolynesmay _ 

| | with 
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with the murther of ſuch, & diſpoſcof their crownes (as what 


and to. ſeitle,Catholique blood inthe chaircof:Seare, 
. Tothe ſexend ob;cQuon the Ambaſſadout thimſelfe anſwe- 


goodCatholiquedoubrs but he may?)much wore may he,and 
wil he in their mariages to prevent the leprous ſeed of herefic, 


red, ſaying , that though the Engliſh generally loathed the 
matche, and-would as he thought buy it off with halfe of their 
eſtares, (hating the nation of Spain;and their religion,as appe- 
ared by an uproarcand atlault a day or two before his Cepat- 
ture from London by the Apprentices, who ſeemed greedy of 


fuch an occaſion co vent their owne ſpleenes, in doing him or 


any of his a miſchiefe) yertwo ſorts of people unmeaſurably 
delired the match might proceed. Firſt the begging and beg- 
garly Courtyers,: that they might haue to furniſh their wants. 


Secondly the Romiſh Catholiques, who hoped hereby atleaſt 


for a moderation of fyncs,and fawes, perhaps a tolleraaion,and 
perhaps a toral reſtauration of their religion. in England, In 
which regard(quoth. he )I have knowne ſome zealous perſons 
proteſt}, that if al their friendes and halfe rheir eſtates could pro 
cure ths the ſervice of our Lady (if ſhe came to be maried too 
their Prince ) they would freely uſe the meanes: faithfully to 
fight under her colours,when they might doe it ſafely. And if 
it cameto portion,” they would underhand contribute largely 
of their eſtates tothe Spaniſh Colleor, and make up halfe the 
portion out of themſelves, perhaps more, So that by this mari- 
age it might be ſo wrought,chat the ſtate ſhould rather be robd 
and weakened:(which-is cur ayme) then ſtrengthened , as the 
Engliſh-vainely bope.- ' Beſides in-a ſmalltyme they ſhould 
worke ſo far into the body of the State, by buying Offices and 
the like, whether by fea or land, of I uſtice civil or eccleſiaſtical, 
in Church orState ( all being for money expoſed to fale ) thar 
with the helpe of the Teſuites, they would undermine them 
with meere wit ( without gunpowder) and leave the Kiu 

but a fewe {ubje&s whoſe taithes bee might rely upon, whil 


* they wereot afaith adverſe to his, For what catholique body 


_ is ſound at the hart , can abide a corrupt and heretical 

cad ?:--37; TH IT, | | 

With thatthe Dake, Xedina debris Seco, preſident of the 
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councel of warr and one of the councel of State roſe up and 
ſayd his Predeceſlors had felt-the force and wit of the Engliſh 
in $8. And he had cauſe todoubt the Catholiques themſclves 
that were.Engliſh and nar fally Teſuired, upon any forreigne 
"invaſion would rather take part with their owhieKing(though 
a heretique)then with his Catholique Majeſtic aſtranger. 
The Amballadour deſired him to be of another minde ſince 
firſt for the perſons generally.cheir bodies by long diſaſe of ar- 
mes yycredilabled and their mindes effeminated by peace and 
luxury, farfromthat they were in 88. : when they were dayly 
feſht in our blood and made hearty by cuſtomary coriqueſts, 
And forthe affcQis of thoſe whom they call Reculants(quota 
hee)I know the birternes of their inyererate malice, & haue ſes 
ſo farr into their natures as I dare ſay they will be for Spaine 
againſt all the world. Yer(quoth hee)I aſſure your Honours I 
could not imagine ſo hsſely of their King and State as I haue 
heard them ſpeake. Nay their rage hath ſo perverted their 
judgements that what 1 my felf haye ſcen and heard proceed 
trom their King beyond admiration,eyen to aſtoniſhmer,they 
haue ſligbted, miſreported, ſcorned, and perverted to his diſ- 
grace and my reioycing,magnifying in the meane time our des 
teRs, for graces. | 3 
Here the Dke Paſtrana preſident of the Councell for Italy, 
Keps up and fayd, he hadlately read a booke of one Camdens 
calicd his Annalles, where writing of a treaty of meriage long 
ſince betwixt the Engliſh Elizabeth & the freach Duke of A»- 
dio, he there obſerves that the mariage vyas not ferioully intE- 
ded on eyther ſide, but policickly pretended by both States, 
counterchangeably , that cach might effeR their owne ends. 
T here(quoth he) the English had the better,and I have fo- 
me cauſe co doubt, fince they can diſſembleas vvel as wee, that 
they haue their aymes underhand, as we baue, and intend the 
match as little as wedoez And chis (quoth he) I beleeue the 
rather becauſerheir King 2s he is wiſe ro conſulc and confider, 
ſo heis a conſtant maſter of his word, and hath written and gi- 
yen ſtrong reaſons ag3inlt matches made vvith perſons of con- 
trary religions, which reaſons no other man can anſwere,' and 
therefore doubileſlc he wil nor go from or conneell his v' ne 
OO co forſa- 


to forſake thoſe rules layd down ſo deliberz fey, 
Your Excellency miltakes(quoth the A mbaſſadour)the ad- 
yantage was the one the fide of the English, becauſe the Frech 
fought themarch:now it mult be on ours, becauſe the Engliſh 
ſeck it, who will grantany thing rather the breake off,zand be- 
ſides haue no patience to temporize and diſſemble in this or 
any other _— asthe French tavelong fince wel obſerucd: 
for their necetlities will giue them neither time , nor reſt,noe 
hope els where to be {upplyed. As tor their King | cannot ſe- 
arch intohis hart, ] muſt beleeve others that preſume toknow 
his minde, heare his words,and read his writings,and chefe re- 
late vyhat I haue delivered: But forthe reſt of che peopleas the 
number of thoſe that are traely religious are ever the leaſt and 
forthe molt part of leaſt accompt-,. ſo is it there, where 1f an 
equail oppoſition be made betwixt their. truely religious and 
ours,the remainder which wilbe the greateſt number will ſtand 
indifferentand faltco the ſtroger lide where there is moſt hope 
of gaine and gloriefor thoſe two are the gods of the magnitu« 
de & the multitude, Novy theſe {ce apparantly no certain ſup= 
lyes of their wants but from us, . : 
Yes(quoth the Due) tor even now you ſayd the general late 
loathing this match vvould reJeme the feare there of with half 
of their eſtates. Ir is therefore but calling a Parliament and the 
buſines were ſoon effeRed, | 
A Parliament(quorh the Amba(ladour) nay thereinlies one 
of the principal {cvices I haue done in working tuch a diſlike 
betwixt the King and the lower houſe by the endeuor of that 
honourable Earle and admirable Engine ( a fure ſervant co us 
and the carholike cauſe while he ved) as the King will never 
indure Parliament againe, but rather {uifer ablolute want then 
r:ceive conditionall rehet from- his ſubje&ts. Beſides the 
matter was ſo cunningly caried the laſt Parliament, chat as in 
the powder plot the fat effzRed ſhould have been imputed to 
the Puritans {the greatelt zelots of the Calvinian (eR ) fo the 
propolition which damde up theprocedings of thisParliamec 
howſoeuer they were invered by Romane Catholiques andby 
the intededttodilturbe that fellton,yer were propounded in fa+ 
yor of the Puritans, as if chey had bee hamered in their forge. 
ns: B 3 Which 


Which very nameand ſhadovv the King bates,it being a ſuffi. 
cien aſpercio to-diſgrace any perſon, to tay heis ſuch, & aſuf- 
ficient barre to top any ſuite 8 utterly ro crofle it to fay it 
ſmels of or inclines to that partic. Mareoverthereare ſo many 

about him who blovy this cole tearing their owne takes, if a 
Parliament ſhould inquire intotheir ations, that the y uſe all 

their 2c and indull:ie to withſtad ſuch a councell;periwading 
the King he may rule by his abſolute prerogative without a 
Parliament, and thus furniſh himſelf by warying wich us, and 
by other domeſtick-projets, without ſubfidies : when, levying 
of ſablidies and tas kes have been the one)y ule princes haue 
made of ſuch aſſemblies. And wheras ſome tree mindes amsg(t 
the reſembling ourNobilitie who preſerve the priviledge of ſub 
je&s againſt ſoveraigniavaſiongcall tor the courle of the com- 
mon lavve,(alawe properto their-nation)thete other ryme ſer- 
vers cry the lawes down and cry up the prerogative, wherby 
they prey upon the ſubjeR by ſuites and exaRtions, milk the 
eſtate and keep it poore, procure themſelves much-ſuſpition 

amG6glt che better & more judicious ſorr,& hate amogft th'op= 

pretſed commons, & yetit there ſhould be a Parliament ſuch a 

courſeis taken as they ſhal never chooſe their ſheere Knights 

and Burgeſles freely, who make the greater half of the body 

thereof, for theſe being to be cleGed by moſt voices of Free 
holders in the countrey where ſuch cle&ions are to be made; 
are caried which vvay the great perſons vyho haue'lands in 
thoſe countries pleaſe, who by their letters command their 
tenants, followers and friends to nominate ſuch as adhere to 
them,and for the moſt part are of our faQis, and reſpeR their 
owne benefit or grace rather then their countries goodyea the 
countrey peoplethemſelyes will every one ſtand tor the great 
man their Lord or neighbour, or maſter, vvithont regard of 
his honeſty, wiſdome, or religion. That which thcy ayme at 
(as | am atlured of by faithful intelligence)is to pleaſe their Jad- 
lords & to renue their leaſe, in which regard they will betray 
their Countrey andreligien too, & cle any man that may 
moſt profite their particular. Therefore it is unlikely there 
ſhould ever bea Parliament , & impoſlible the Kings debts 
{ſhould bepayd , his vvants ſufficiently repaired, and _— 
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lefe ful handed by ſucha courſe, & indeed as it is generally 
thought) by any other courſe but by a mariage with ug, For 
which cauſe whatſoever proiec we liſt to attepr, enters ſafely 
at that dore, vvhillt their policie lics aſleepe and will not ſee 
the danger, I haue made triall of theſe particulars, and found 
few-exceptions in this geacrall rule, 

There by I and their ov vne.wants togither hauc kept them 
ſrom furniſhing cheir Navy,which being the wal of their {land, 
& once the lirongeſt in Chriltendomelies now at roade unxc- 
med & fic for ruine, If ever vye doubted their ſtrengh by ſ-a, 


now yve necd not,there are but few ſhips or men able to looke 


abroad orto livein a torme, muchleſle in a ſea fi ghe. This I 
effeRed by bearing them in hand the furniſhing a Navy bred 
ſuſpition in my maſter & fo would 'ayerc his mind from this 
match, the hope of vvhich rather then they would looſe, they 
would looſe almoſttheir hope of heaven, 

Secondly all their voyages cothe Eaſt Indies I permit rather 
vvith a cotourable peliftance then a ſerious; Becauſe [ fee chem 
not helpful bur burtfull-co- the-ſtate in generall , carying ouc 
gould and ſilver bringing home ſpece, filks, feathers, ' aud the 
like toyes, andinſen(tble.wafting the common ſtock of coyne 
and bullyon, whilit ic fitls the Cultome houte and fome private 
purſes. who thereby arc inable to keep this diſcoimmodicy. on 
foot by bribes ; eſpecially ſo many great perſons (even'State(- 
men ) being venturers and ſharer$1a the gaine. 'Belides this 
waſteth their Mariners,not one of ten recurning.. Which [ ain 
glad co heare, for they are the men vve [tandin teare 05, x 
3. As for their Welt indian voyages, I'withſtnd them in' 
earnſt becauſethey begin to inhabicthere and co fortifie them- 
ſelves ; and may in ty me there p-chaps,raiſe an ot1er Eaglaad” 
to withiand ournew-Spainein Am-rica, as this old Englaiad 
oppoſeth our preſent State, *andcloudes the glorious extene 
therof in Europe... Befides chere they trade for cominodiries. 


- vvithout walt of their treaſure, & often returne gould for 


knives,glafics, or the like trifles,and thar without ſuch !olle ot 
their Mariners as in other places. Therefore | croſt yyhacſo:-" 
ver intendements were projeQed for Virgined or the Bermu- 
das ; becauſe | {ce they may be hereafter really helpe fall uns 


them; 
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them,as novy they ſerve for drainesto unloade their p-puſous 
State, which elie would overflow its own bancks by continu- 
ance of pcace,and turne head upon it {clf or make a body fir for 
any rebeliion. - - 

And to farce I preyayled herein, as I cauſed moſt of the Re. 
cuſants vvho were ſharers to withdraw theit venters & diſcou. 
rage the vvork, ſo that belides private perſons urable to etfeR 
much,nothing was done by the publike purſe. And we know 
by experience ſuch voyages and plantations are nor eff: &ted 
without great meanesto ſuſtaine great difficulties,and with an 
unwearied reſolution and power, to meete al hazards aud difae 
ers with ſtrong helpes and continuall ſupplics,or elſe the un- 
dcriacing proues idle. | 

4 Fourthly. By this meanes likevviſe I kept the voluntary 
forces from Venicetill it yvas almoſt too late to ſet out. And 
had a hope that work of ſeacrecy ſhould haue broken forth to 
ation, before theſe could haue arrived to ſuccour them. 

5. Fiftly, I put hard for the Cautionary tovynes(which our 
late King Philip of happy memory ſo aymed at,accounting the 
the keyes ofthe Jow Countrics) that they might be delivered 
to his Cathelike Majeſtie as the proper owner, And had 
perhaps preuayled, but that the profeſt enemy toour State and 
Church,vvho dyed ſhottly after, gave counſell to reſtore them 
to the rebellious States z as one that knew Pouillar Common 
wealthes to be better neighbours, ſurer ſriends,and lefle daun= 
gerous enemyes,th4 Monarchies;and ſo by his praQiiſe reſcued 
them from. my handes, and turniſhed the Excheaquer from 
thence for that tyme, Neyther vvas I much greeved ar this 
becauſe the Dependancy they had before of the Engliſh ſee- 
med noyy to be cut off, and the intereſt the Engliſh had in the 
and their cauſe to.be taken avvaygvvhich muſt be ſully and fie 
nally effeRed before we can hope eytherto conquer them or 
England, who holding togither are too ſtrong for the world ar 
ſea , *& therefore mult be ciſunited, before they'can be oyer. 
come. This point of State is acknowledged by our moſt cx- 
perienced Petioner and ſure friund 3/onfienr Barnevelt,vyhole 
ſucceeding plots to this end,ſhall beare witnes for the depth of 
his judgement, 

; 6. But 


6, But the laſt ſervice I did for the State, was not the leaſt; 
when I underwroughr that admirable Engine Raleigh, and lo 
was the cauſe his voyage(threatning ſo much daunger and do- 
mage to us) was overthrowne , and himſelfe returning jn dif- 
race,I purſued almoſt todeath, neither (I hope) need [ fay al- 
moſt, it all things hit right, andall ſtrings hold. Burt the derer- 
mination of my commulion, vyauld not permit me longer to 
ſtay to follow him to execution, vvhich I defired the rather, 
that by conceſſion I might have v rung trom the inconliderate 
Engliſh , an acknowledgement of my maſters right in thoſe 
places, puniſhing him for atrempring chere,though they mighe 
reſcribe for the firſt foor, And this I did to ſtop their mouthes 
Looks , and becauſe I would quench the heate and valour of 
that nation, that none ſhould dare hereafter to undertake the 
like, or be ſo hardy as to looke at our ſea, or breathe upon our 
Coaſtes. And laſtly becauſe I would bring to an ignominious 
death, that old Pyrar, who is one of the laſt now living , bred 
under that deceaſed Engliſh Virago, and by her fleſht in our 
blood andjruine. To doe this I had many Agents, f6rft divers 
Courtiers who were hungrie and gaped wide for Spaniſh 
gould; ſecondly ſome that bare him at the heart for inveterate 
quarrels;Thirdly ſome forreigners who having in vaine ſought 
the Elixer hitherto, hope to finde it in his head; Fourthly all me 
of the Romiſh taith who are of the Spaniſh faction, and would 
haue been my bloodhounds, to hunt him or any ſuch to death 
willingly, as perſons hating the proſperitie of their Coun:ry, 
and the valour,worth,and wit of their owne nation, in reſpect 
of us and our Catholike cauſe ; Laſtly I left behinde mee tuch 
an inſtrument compoled artificially gf a ſecular underſtanding 
and a religious wi <P. as hee is every way adicted to {crue 
himſelte into the cer of the heart, and ro worke upon femi- 
nine lenity, who inthat county haue maſculine ſpirits ro com- 
mand and purſue their plots unto death. This therefore I ac- 
compt as done,and rejoyce in it, knowing it will be very profi- 
table to us, gratefull ro our fattion there; andfor the reſt, what 
though it be crolle to the people,or the Clergie ? we that onely 
negotiate for our owne gaine , and treate about this mariage 
for our owne ends, can conclude or breake off when we ſee our 
C ume, 


cime, without reſpect of ſuch as can neither profic us, nor hurt 
us; for I hane certaine knowledge that the commons generally 
are ſo effeminareand cowardly , as that theyiat their muſters 
(which arc {e1dome and ſlight, onely for the benefit of their 
muſter-maſter) of a thouſand ſouldiers; ſcarce one hundred 
dare diſcharge 2 musket, and of that hundred, ſcarce one can 
uſe it like a {ouldier. And fortheir armes, they are ſo ill provi- 
ded, that one corſelert ferveth many men , when ſuch as ſhew 
their armes upon one day in one place, lendthem to their freds 
in other places to ſhew when they hauc uſe . And this if it be 
ſpied, isonly puniſhed by a mul in the purſe, which is che offi- 
cers 2ime,whotor his advantage winkesat the reſt, and isglad 
to finde and cheriſh by connivence profitable faults which in 
creaſe his revenue, Thus ſtands the ſtare of that poore miſera« 
ble country,which had never more people and fewer men. So 
chat if my maſter ſhould reſolve upon an invalion, the time ne- 
ver fits as at this preſent, ſecuritie of this mariage and the difuſe 
of armes having caſt them into a dead ſleepe, a ſtrong and wa- 
kening faftion being ever amongſt themready to aſiiſt us, and 
they being unprovided of ſhippes and armes, or hearts to fight, 
an univerſall diſcontentment#illing all men. This I have from 
their mnſter-mafters and Captaines, who are many of them of 
our religion,or of none, and fo ours, ready tobe bought and 
ſould,and defirous to be my.mafters ſervants in fee. 

Thus much for che ſtate particularly, wherein I haue bent 
my ſelfe to-weaken them and ſtrengthen us, & in all theſe haue 
adyanced the Catholicke cauſe,. bur eſpecially in procuring fa- 
yours for all ſuch as fayour thar fide, and crofling the other by 
all meanes. And this I practiſe my ſelfe & give out to be gene- 
rally pra&iſed by others, that whatſoever tuccelle I finde, I fil 
beaſt of the victory, which I doe to dishearten the heretiques, 
to make them ſuſpittous one of another, -eſpecially of their 
Prince and their beſt Stateſmen,gand to keepe our 'owne in cou- 
ragewho by this meancs increate, otherwiſe would be in dan- 
gcr to decay. 

Now for religion, and for ſuch defignes as fetch their pre- 
tence from thence, 1 beheld the policie of that late Biſhop of 
theirs (Bancreft) who ſtird up and maintained a m—_ 
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ſchiſme, betweene our fecular Prieſts and Teſtites, by which lie 
diſcovered much weaknes, to the diſhonour of our clergie,and 
preiudice of our cauſe, This taught me (as it did Barnevett in 
the Low countries) to worke ſectetly and inſenſibly berweene 
their Confornuſts and Non-conformiſts, and to caſt an eye as 
far as the Orcades; knowing that buſynes mighr be ſtirred up 
there,that might hinder proceedings in England,as the French 
ever uſed Scotland to call homethe forces of England, and ſo 
to prevent their conqueſts..'The effe you have partly ſeene in 
the Earle of Argi/e,who ſometimes was Captaine for the King 
and Church againſt the great Marquis Huntley, and now fights 
under our banner at Brwxets,leaving the crofles of $.George & 
S. Andrewe for the ſtaffe of S. James. Neither doe our hopes 
end here,burt we daily expe more revolters, at leaſt ſuch a di(- 
union as wil never admit ſolid reconcilemet, but will ſend ſome 
tous,and ſome to Amſterdam. For the King(a wiſe and vigi- 
lanc Prince) labouring for a perfe& union berwixt both & 
kingdomes, which he ſecs cannot beeffeed, where the leaſt 
ceremony 1n religion 1s continued,divers ſharp and bitter brau- 
les from thence ariſing, whilſt ſome ſtriving for honour more 
chen for truth, prefer their owne way & wil, before the general 
peace ot the Church & the edification of ſoules)he I ſay ſeckes 
to worke both Churches to uniformitie, and to this end made 
a journey into Scotland, but with no ſuch ſuccelle as he expec- 
ted, for divers of ours attended the traine, who ſtirred up hu« 
mors and fa&tions, and caſt in ſcruples anddoubts to hinder & 
crolle the proceedingsz yea thoſe that ſeeme moſt adverſe to 
us and adverſe from our opinions, by their diſobedience and 
exawple helpe forward our plots, and theſe are incouraged by 
a fatious and heady multitude, by a faint and irreſojute clergic, 
(many falſe brethre being amogſt their Bps.)8 by the prodigal 
Nobilitie who maintaine theſe ftirs in the Church, that there- 
by they may ſafely keepe their Ehurch-livings in their hands, 
which they haue moſtſacrilegiouſly ſeaſed upon in the time of 
the firſt deformation,& which they teare would be recovered by 
che Clergy if they could be brought to brotherly peace & agre» 
ment;for they haue ſcene the King very bountiful in this kind, 


hauing lately increalcdtheir peſios & ſetled the clergy-a copeter 
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m aintenance,& beſides out of his owne meanes vvhich in thac 
kingdome is none of the greateſt, having brought in and reſto- 
red whole Biſhopriks co the Church, which were before in lay- 
mens hands, a great = of the Nobilicies eſtates conſiſting of 
ſpiricuall lands, vvhich makes them cheriſh the puritanicall fac- 
con, Who will be content to be trencher-fed with ſcraps and 
crummes and contributions and arbitrary beneyolences from 
their Lords and Lairds and Ladies, and their adherents and fol- 
lowers. 

Bur (quoth the Inquiſitor generall) how if this a& of the 
Kings, whercin hee is moſt earneſt and conſtant, ſhould fo far 
thrive,as it ſhould effe& a perte union both in the Church & 
Commonwealth? I tell you 1t would in my conceite be a great 
blow to us, if by a generallmeeting a generall peace ſhould be 
concluded,and all their forces bent againft Rome ;z and we ſee 
their politick King aimesat this. 

True (quoth Gondamore) but he takes his marke amilſe, how- 
ſoever hee underſtand the people and their inclination better 
then any man,and better knowes how to temper their paſſions 
and affections; tor (beſides that he is hindred there in Scotland 
underhand by ſome forthe reaſons before recited, and by other 
great ones of ours,who are in great place & anthoritie amongſt 
them) hee is likewiſe deJuded in this point even by his owne 
Clergie at home in England, who pretend to be moſt forward 
in the cauſe. For they confidering if a generall uniformitie 
were wrought, whart an inundation would follow, whilſt all or 
moſt of theirs (as they fcare) would flock thither for preferment 
(as men preſhing towards the ſunne tor light and heate) and ſo 
their owne ſhould be unprovided; theſe therefore(I'ſay) how- 
ſoever they beare the King fairly in hand,areunderhand againſt 
it,and ſtand ſiffe for all ceremonies to be obtruded with a kind 
of abſolute nece{krie upon them, when the other will not be 
almoſt drawne to receme any.. When if an abatement were- 
made, doubtletle they might be drawne to meete in the mid- 
deſt;bur there isno hope ot this with them,where neither party 
deales {eriouſly, but onely for the preſent to ſatisfie the King: 
and ſo there 15no feare on our fide, that affeGtions and opinions 
io divers,will cyer be reconciled and made one. Fheir Biſhop - 
of S; 


of $, Andrewves ſtands almoſt alone in che cauſe,and puls upon 
himſelf che labour,the lotTe and the envie of all, wich hitcle pro- 
Eciencic , whilſt the adverſe tation haue as {ure friends and as 
good intelligence about the King as he hath,and the fame Poſt 
perhaps that brings apackert from che King to him, brings ano= 
cher from their Abberttors to them, acquainting them with the 
whole Re and counſels, & preparing them aforehand 
for oppolition: this I know for cruch, and chisI reioyce in, as 
conducing much tothe Catholick good, = 

Bur (quoth the Nuntio)arc therenone of the heretical prea- 
chers bulie about this match ? Me thinkes their fingers ſhould 
icch to be writing and their tongues burn to be prating of this 
buſynelle, _—_—_ che puritanicall ſort, howſoever the molt 
remperate and indifferent cary themfelyes. 

The truth ismy Lord (quoth the Ambaſſadowr) that private- 
ty what they canyjand publiquely what they dare,both in Eng- 
land & Scotland, all for the moſt part (except ſuch as are of our 
faich) oppoſe this match to their utmoſt, by prayers, counſels, 
ſpeeches,wiſhes;- bur if any be found longer tongued then his 
fellowes, we haue ſtill meanes to charme their ſawcinelle, to i= 
lence them, and expell them the Court, to diſgrace thei and 
croſle their preferments,with the impuration pragmaticke Pu- 
ritaniſme. For inſtance I will relate this particlar; A Doctor 
of cheirs and a Chaplaine in ordinary tothe King, gaue many 
reaſons in a letter againft this mariage, and propounded a way 
how to ſupply the Kings wants ocherwil{e, which I underftan= 
ding, ſo wrought underhand, that the Dottor was commitred, 
and hardly eſcapad the danger of his preſumpruous admoni- 
tion, though the ſtate knew his intent was honeſt, and his rea- 
ſons good. Wherein wee on the other fide, (both here and 
with the Arch Dake) haue had bookes penned, and pictures 
printed, direQly againſt cheir King and ſtate , for which their 
Amballadours hane ſought ſatisfaction of us in vaine, nor be- 
ing able to ſtay theprinr, or ſomuch as to couch che hem of 
the Authors garment. But wee hauec an evaſion, which here: 
ticks mille, our Clergie being freed from the cemporall ſword, 
and fo not included in our treaties and conditions of peace, 
buc at libertie co give any hereticall Prince the Mate when 
CG +; they 


they liſt: whereas theirs are liable to accompt and hazard,& are 
muzled for barking , when onrs may both barke and bite too. 
The Councell table and the ftar-Chamber do fo terrifie them, 
as they dare not riot, but run at theſtirrop in excellent comad, 
and come in at the leaſt rebuke, They call their preaching m 
many places ſtanding up , bur they crouch and dare not ſtand 
up norqueſt, behaue thEſelves like Serters, ſilent and creeping 
upon their bellies, licke the duſt which our Pricſts ſhake from 
cheir beautitull feere, | | 

Now (quoth the Duke of Lerma)fatisfie me about our owne 

Clergic how they fare, For there were here Petitions made to 
the King in the name of the diſtreſſed,afflicted, perſecuted and 
impriſoned Prieſts, that his Maieſhie would intercede for them, 
to free them from the intollerable burdens they groned under, 
and to procure their liberties: and letters were directed from 
us to that end, that you ſhould negotiate this demand with all 
ſpeed and diligence. 
' Moſt excellent Prince (replyed Gondamore) I did your com- 
mand with a kind of command my ſelfe; not thinking it fitro 
make it a ſuite in your name or my Maſters, I obtained them 11- 
bertie to walke freely up and downe, to face and outtace their 
accuſers, Iudges, Magiſtrates, Biſhops, and to exerciſe their 
functions almoſt as freely altogether as ſafely as at Rome. 

Here the Nuntio obie&ed,that he did not well ro his iudge- 
nent in procuring their libertic , ſince they might doe more 
good in priſon then abroad, Becauſe in priſon they ſeemed to 
be under perſecution, and ſo were pitried of others; and pittie 
of the perſon,prepares the affeion further, Beſides,then they 
were careful over their owne lives to give no offence: bur abro- 
ade they might be ſcandalous in their lives,as they uſe co be in 
Rome and Spaize,and other Catholik countreys; and fo the opi- 
nion of their holyneiſe which npholds their credit and cauſe 
(againſt the maried Clergie) would ſoone decay. 

But the Ambaſſador replyed, he conſidered thoſe inconve- 
niences, but beſides a ſuperior command, he ſaw the profit of 


- their libertie more then of their reſtraint, For now they might 


freely confer, and were ever praiſing , and would doubtleſle 
produce ſome works of wonder, And beſides by _ of 
tener 
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their authoritie and meanes to chan geplaces, did apply them- 
ſelves to many perſons;wheras in priſon they onely could deale 
with ſuch as came to be taught, or were their owne before. 
And this (quoth he) I adde as a ſecret, thar as before they were 
maintained by private contributions of deyout Catholiques 
even to excelle, ſo much more now ſhall they be able to gather 
gies fummes, to weaken the State, and furniſh chem for ſome 

igh attempt, by the example of Cardinall YYoolſey barrelling 
up gold for Rome. And this they may ealily doe, lince all Ca- 
tholiquesrob the hereticall Prieſts, and withhold tythes from 
them by fraud or force,to give to thoſe ot their owne to whom 
it isproperly due. And if chis be ſpied,it is an caſte marter to lay 
allupon the Hollander, and ſay, he caries the coyne out of the 
land (who are forward enough indeed, in ſuch praiſes) and 
ſo ours ſhall not onely be excuſed, but a flawe made betwixt 
ahem to weaken their amities, & beger ſuſpicion berwixt them 
of each others loue, 

But amongſt all cheſeprieſts (quoth the Inquiſitor generall) 
did you remember that old,reverend,father Baldwin, who had 
a finger in that admirable artempt made on our bchalte againſt 
the Parliament houſe ? ſuch as he deſerving ſo highly, adyen- 
curing rheir lives ſo reſolutely for the Carholique caule , mutt 
not be neglected, but extraordinarily regarded, thereby to in= 
courage others to the like holy undercakings. | 

Holy father(quoth Goxdewor) my principall care was of him, 


\ whoſe life and hbertie when I had with much difliculcie obtai- 


ned of tne King, I folemnly went in perſon, attended with all 
my traine,and divers other we! willers to fetch him our of the 
Tower where he was in durance. Affoone as | came in his figh: 
I behaved my felfe after {o lowly & hible a maner, char our ad- 
verſaries ftood amazed to behold the reverence we give to our 
ghoſtly tathers. And this I did ro confound them & rherr con- 
remptuous Clergic, and to beget an extraordinary opinion of 
holinelle in the perſon,& pietic in us, and alſo to prouoke, the 
Engliſh Catholiques to che like deyour obediencie, and there- 
by at any time theſe Teſuites (whoſe authoritic was ſomewhat 
weakened fince the ſchiſme betwixe them and che |Secu- 


lars,- and * the ſucceeding powder-ptor) may vyorke them 
to 


to our ends, 25 Maſters their ſervants, Tutors their ſchollers, fa- 
chers cheir children, Kings their ſubiets. And that they may 
doe this the more boldly and ſecurely, 1 haue ſomewhat daſhc 
the authoritie of their high Comiſſion 3 upon which whereas 
there are diverſe Purſevants (men of the worit kinde and con- 
dition, reſembling our Flies and Familiars, attending upon the 
inquiſition) whoſe office and imployment it 15 to diſturoe the 
Catholiques, ſearch their houſes for Priefs, holy veſtments, 
b ookes, beades,crucifixes, and the like religious appurtenances, 
I haue cauſed the execution of their office to be (lackned, thar 
ſp an open way may be given to our ſpirituall inftruments for 
rhe free excerciſe of their faculties. And yet when theſe Parſe- 
wants had greateſt authoritie , a ſmall bribe in the Countrey 
would blinde their eyes, or a little —_— at Court or in the 
Excheaquer fruftrate and crofle all their ations, ſo that their 
malice went off like ſquibs, made a great crack to fright childre 
and new borne babes, but hurt no old men of Catholique ſpi- 
rits. And this isthe effec of all other their courſes of procee- 
ding in this kinde,in all their iudiciall Courts, whither knowne 
catholiques (convicted as they ftile them) are often ſummond 
and cited,threatned and bound over, bur the danger is paſt af- 
ſoon as the officer hath his fee payd to him, then the execution 
gocth no further, Nay upon my conſcience they arc glad when 
there are offenders in that kinde , becauſe they are bountitull: 
and the officers doe their beſt ro favour them, that they may 
increaſe,and ſo their reyenue and gaine come in freely. 

And it they ſhould be ſent to priſon, even that place (for the 
moſt part) is made as a Sanuary to them : as the old Romanes 
were wont to ſhut vp ſuch by way of reftreint, as they meant to 
preſerve from the peoples fury;ſo they line ſafe mm priſon till we 
have time to worke their libertie and aſſure their lives. And in 
the meane time their place of reſtraint is as a ſtudy unto them, 
where they haue opportunitie' to confer together as in a Col- 
ledge, and to arme themlſclves in unity againſt the ſingle adver- 
fary abroad. 

But (quoth the Inquiſitor generall) how doe they fer boo- 
kes,when they haue occaſion either to write or diſpute? 

My Lord, (replyes Gondamer) all the Libraries belonging to 
the 
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the Romane Catholiques through the land are at their com- 
mand, from whence they haue all ſuch colle&ions as they can 
require gathered to their hand, aſwell from thence as from all 
the Libraries of both Vniverſities, and even the bookes them- 
ſelves if that berequiſite, 

Beſides I haue made it a principall part of my imployment, 
to buy all the manuſcripts & other ancient and rare Authours 
out of the hands of the Heretiques, ſo that there is no great 
Scholler dies in theland , but my Agents are dealing with his 
bookes. In ſo much as even their learned 1ſaach Canſabons 


| ibrary was1n ele&ion without queſtion to be ours, had not 


their Vigilant King (who foreſees all dangers, and hath his eye 
buſie 1n every place) prevented my plot. For after the death 
of that = ſcholler, T ſent to requeſt a view & catalogue of 
his bookes with their price, intending not to be out-vyed by 
any man,if mony would fetch them ; becauſe (beſides the da- 
mage that ſide ſhould hauereceived by their lotle, proſecuting 
the lame ſtory againſt Cardinall Barone) we might haye made 
good advantage of hisneres, colleions, caſtigations, cenſures 
and critici{mes tor our owne party, and framed and put out 


others under his name at our pleaſure, But this was foreſcene 


by their Promethexs,who ſent that Tortwrer of ours (the Biſhop 
of /Vincheſter) to ſearch and ſort the papers,and to ſealevp the 
ſtudy : Giving a large and princely allowance for them to the 
Relicks of Cauſabon, together with a bountifull penſion & pro- 
viſion for her and hers. Bur this plot fayling ar that time, hath 
not cver done fo. Nor had the Vniverſitic of Oxford ſo trium- 
phed in their many manuſcripts given by that famous Knight 
S.Thomas Bodly, it eyther I had been then imployed, or this 
courſe of mine then thought upon; for I would labour what [ 
might this way or any other way to diſarme them , and eyther 
to tranſlate their beſt authours hither, or atleaſt to leave none 
in the handsof any but Romane Catholiques who are afſured- 
ly ours. Andtothis end an eſpeciall eye would be had upon 
the Library of one S.Robert Cotton (an ingrotler of Antiquities) 
that whenſoever it come to be broken up (cyther betore his 
death or after) the moſt choice and ſingular pieccs might be 
gleancd and gathered up, by a a” hand, Neyther ler 


any 


any man thinke*, that deſcending thus low to pettie particU= 
Jars is unworthy an Ambaſſadour, or of ſmall avayle for the 
ends we ayme at, ſince we ſce every mountayne conſiſts of ſe- 
verall ſands; and there is no more profitable ——_— for 
Stateſmen then amogſt ſchollers & their books,ſpecially where 
the King for whom we watch is the King of Schollers, and lo- 
ves to live almoſt alcogether in'their element. Beſides if by any 
meanes we can continue differences in their Church, or make 
them wider, or beget diſtaſte berwixt their Clergy and comms 
Lawyer, who are men of greateſt power in the land, the bene- 
fit will be ours, the conſequence great,opening a way forus to 
_ in betvveene z for perfonall quarrels produce reall que- 
ions, 

As he wasfurther proſecuting this diſcourſe, one of the Se- 
cretaries(who wayted. without the chamber) delired entrance; 
and being admitted, delivered letters vyhich he had newly 
received froma Poſt. diretted to the Preſtdent and the reſt of 
the Councell from his Catholike maſter, the contents whereof 
were to this effec. 

Right truſty & vvelbeloved Couſens and Counſellors, we 
greete yon well:Wheras we had a hope by our Agents in Eng- 
land and Germany, to effect that great worke of the Weſterne 
Empire; and likewiſe on the other (ide to ſurprize Venice,and 
ſoincircling Europe at one inſtar, & infolding it in our armes, 
make the eaſier reade upon the Turke in Aſia, and at length 
reduce all the world to our catholique commaund. And n= oY 
reas to theſe holy ends vve had ſecret and ſure plots and pro- 
ies on foote in allchoſe places, and good intelligence in all 
Courts; | ; 

Know now that we haue received late and fad newes of - 
the apprehenſion of our moſt truſty and able Penlioner Bar- 
wevelr,and of the diſcovery of vther our intendements; ſo that 
our hopes arefor the preſent adjourned till ſome other more 
convenient and auſpicuous time. We therebre will you pre- 

ſently upon light hereof,to breake off our conſulcation,and re- 
paire ſtraight co our preſence, there to take further directions, 
and proceed asthe neceſliry of time & cauſe ſhould require, 

With that his Excellencie and che whole houſe ſtrook with 
amazes» 


amazement, croſt their forcheads, roſe up in ſad filence, and 
RH x brake off this Treaty abruptly, and vvichant tar- 
« il. riance tooke horſe and poſted to Courte. 
| From vvhence expe newes the 
next fayre vvinde. 


In the meane tyme, Let not thoſe be ſecure, vvhons it concernes 
50 be rovuſed np, knowing that this aſpring Nebuchaa- 
neazAY wil not looſe > + glorie of his greatues,(who 
continueth ſtill to magnific himſelfe in his 

great Babel,) untill it be ſpoken, 
thy king dome is depar- 
ted from thee, 
Dan.4. 
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